
COLEFORD TOWN COUNCIL

At the Annual General Meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 28th May 2002 there were present:-

Councillors
Mr. A. M. Lacey





Mr. G. Sindrey





Mrs. G. A. Camp





Dr. J. J. Camp





Mrs. M. S. Cox





Mr. C. T. Elsmore





Mr. C. Lusty





Mrs. J. A. Marrott





Mr. M. S. Morgan





Mr. P. A. Morgan





Miss. M. J. Shallcross





Mr. M. T. Weston



County Councillor Mr. P. Chamberlain



Gloucestershire Constabulary P. C. Rob Dix

APOLOGIES for absence were received from Councillor C. P. Kay

30. THE ELECTION OF THE MAYOR OF COLEFORD FOR THE ENSUING YEAR
Councillor Mr Mike Lacey was nominated by Councillor Mrs G. A. Camp.  

There being no other nominations Mr Lacey accepted the position. 

Councillor A. M. Lacey thanked all the Members and staff for their support over the last year.

31. THE ELECTION OF THE DEPUTY MAYOR OF COLEFORD FOR THE ENSUING YEAR
Councillor C. Lusty was nominated by Councillor G. Sindrey and Councillor Mrs. J. A. Marrott was nominated by Councillor P. A. Morgan.

Having been put to the vote Councillor Mrs. J. A. Marrott was elected. 

Councillor Mr. G. Sindrey stood down from the elections, and presented his badge of office to the newly elected Deputy Mayor, Mrs. J. A. Marrott.

The minutes of the last meeting of the Council held on Tuesday 30th April 2002 having been circulated were taken as read and signed by the Mayor as correct.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillors’ Mrs. G. Camp, Dr. J. J. Camp, M. S. Morgan, P. A. Morgan and Mrs. J. A. Marrott declared an interest in Minute No. 35 regarding Mushet Walk Planters.  All Members left the room and took no part in discussions.

Councillors’ A. M. Lacey, Mrs. M. S. Cox and Mrs. J. A. Marrott declared an interest in Minute No. 36 regarding the M.C.T.I.  All Members left the room and took no part in discussions.

ADDENDUM TO DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Councillor Mr. M. T. Weston declared an interest in Minute No. 208, which was discussed on the 26th March 2002, regarding the Floral Tenders – Town Centre Contract.  Councillor Weston left the room and took no part in discussions.

Councillor Mrs. G. A. Camp declared an interest in Minute No.s. 13 and 26, which were discussed on the 30th April 2002, regarding Coleford Music Festival, and took no part in discussions.  

Chairman A. M. Lacey, Mayor, introduced P. C. Dix who gave the following crime figures for the period ¼/02 – 30/04/02.

Violence against a person
5  (2 detected)



Burglary Dwelling

1


                                            Burglary Non-Dwelling
3





Theft from Vehicle

6




Theft of Vehicle

0




Other Theft and Handling
17     
          

Fraud and Forgery

0
                      

Criminal Damage

7
                     

Possession of Drugs

0
                      

Trafficking of Drugs

0


P.C. Dix told members that as a whole, burglary figures are down. 

 Councillor Mrs. G. A. Camp told P. C. Dix that it was important to reiterate to people the importance of properties being secure, especially over the Summer Time period, when people have a tendency to leave windows open.

P.C. Dix told members that the public should also be aware of ‘cold callers’ at this time of year.  If any members of the public have visitors of this nature, they are to ask the callers for identification, or, if selling wares, if they can produce their peddlers licence, which all door to door traders should have.  These licences are issued by the appropriate District Council for the area of trading.

The Police would urge the public to forward any information they can give on ‘cold callers’, e.g. number plates or description of vehicles, gender and number of people involved etc. to their nearest police station.

Councillor Mrs. G. A. Camp asked P. C. Dix if the Police are advising school children about safety awareness with the holiday period coming up.  P. C. Dix replied that he and his colleague have been visiting schools in the area.

Councillor Mr. C. T. Elsmore asked P. C. Dix if the ‘two-tones’ always had to be on when leaving Coleford.  P. C. Dix replied that it comes down to a matter of safety, to make people aware that the police vehicles are approaching.

P. C.  Dix left the meeting at 7.30pm.

MATTER(S) ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES NOT SHOWN ON THE AGENDA

32. CLOSURE OF COLEFORD MAGISTRATES COURT. – REPLY
The Town Council has received a letter from Tim Shaw – Acting Justices’ Chief Executive, in response to a letter sent to John Finnigan.

In relation to the future of Coleford Magistrates Court, Mr. Shaw has not seen any of the press articles that had been referred to in our correspondence.  As far as the Magistrates’ Court Committee is concerned, there have been no discussions about any plans of closing the court.

Resolved:  Members asked the Clerk to write to a letter to the MCC requesting the assurance of consultation before any closure of the court is considered.

33. W.I. REQUEST TO PLANT A TREE
The W.I had sent a letter seeking permission to plant a tree in the Town Centre to mark the Queen’s Golden Jubilee.  Shane Ball has been consulted on this issue.  An evergreen acacia tree has been chosen for its suitability.  It would initially measure approximately 6 feet in height, and would grow to a maximum estimated size of 20ft over a 25-year period.  The most suitable place for the tree to be planted is in the garden area in front of the Clock Tower and the cost of the tree would be aprox. £50.00.  A small plaque will also be sited on the wall behind the tree.

Councillor Mr. M. S. Morgan asked members to consider match funding and planting another tree to match on the other side of the Clock Tower area.

Resolved:  Permission granted. Another tree is to be planted on behalf of Coleford Town Council.  Members requested the Clerk to write to Mr. Rob Sweet to seek clarification on this matter as the location is in a conservation area.

34. G.C.C. LORRY WATCH SCHEME
In conjunction with Trading Standards, G.C.C is participating in a lorry watch scheme.  The Scheme is due to start on 1st June 2002.  Coleford has been suggested by the Environment Department, as a priority area that might benefit from being involved in relation to the route of Cinder Hill.

Resolved:  The Clerk to reply to the Trading Standards Department at G.C.C and inform them that Coleford Town Council does not have the resources to provide a volunteer to take on the survey.  Members felt that a more suitably qualified person within the County Council should conduct the survey.

35. MUSHET WALK PLANTERS – THE COUNCIL TO CONSIDER PAYING FOR THE PLANTERS
Members of the Town Council have been asked by The Coleford Project to consider paying for the Mushet Walk Planters. 

The planters have been made by ‘Flaxley Forge’ at a cost of £938.71 plus £164.27 VAT.

Resolved:  The Town Council to pay for the planters and the Coleford Project to reimburse the net amount in the form of a grant.

36. M.C.T.I. – THE COUNCIL TO CONSIDER ACTING AS TREASURER FOR THE INITIAL £45,000.00 FUNDS
The Coleford Partnership has requested the Town Council to act as treasurer for the initial funding of £45,000.00 from the Market and Coastal Towns Initiative.

Resolved:  Members agreed in principle to look after the initial funding of £45k.  Position to be reviewed upon the availability of further funding.

37. ROSPA – PLAY AREAS ANNUAL INSPECTION REPORT
The Town Council has received the ROSPA Annual Inspection Report, which was carried out on 3rd April 2002.  The only matter that needs attention is the fencing surrounding the play area on the Stepbridge Estate at Milkwall.

Councillor Mrs. M. Cox requested that we request copies of ROSPA reports from playgrounds that we give grant aid to.

38. NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH – REQUEST PERMISSION TO PARK MOBILE POLICE STATION ON CLOCK TOWER AREA 15TH JUNE 2002
The Neighbourhood Watch has requested permission to park their mobile police station on the clock tower area on Saturday 15th June 2002.

Resolved:  Permission granted.  Mobile Police Station to be parked on the brickwork area on the lower area of the Clock Tower.

39. MORRIS DANCERS – REQUEST PERMISSION TO USE CLOCK TOWER AREA
The Morris Dancers have requested permission to dance on the clock tower area on Saturday 15th June 2002.

Resolved:  Permission granted. To use upper area of Clock Tower.

40. NEWLAND STREET PUBLIC CONVENIENCES – THE COUNCIL TO CONSIDER CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS RUNNING COSTS
Members were asked to consider contributing towards the running costs for the Newland Street Public Conveniences for 2003/2004.  The total contribution for the year would be in the region of £2725.00.

Resolved:  Agreed. Provisions to be made in 2003/2004 budget.

41. GLOUCESTER TERRITORIAL ARMY – REQUEST PERMISSION TO ERECT A RECRUITING STAND ON CLOCK TOWER AREA 8TH JUNE 2002
Gloucester Territorial Army has requested permission to erect a recruiting stand on the Clock Tower area, which would take place on Saturday 8th June 2002.

Resolved:  Permission granted. Vehicles to park on bricked area.

42. F.O.D.D.C. – CONSULTATION DOCUMENT ON THE PROPOSAL TO TRANSFER ITS HOUSING STOCK TO FOREST OF DEAN HOUSING
The F.O.D.D.C. has sent the Town Council information on the proposal to transfer it’s housing stock to Forest of Dean Housing.  The same information has been sent out to all tenants.

If members have any questions or issues of concern that need answering, they can contact any member of the Officer Working Group.

Resolved:  Councillor Mrs. M. S. Cox to look at documentation.

43. PLANS
Applicant


Proposals


Recommendations

RSW/532/1/60/JL

Coleford Town Centre

Members requested meeting
Gloucestershire County Council
Improvement Phase 3

with G.C.C.  Coleford Chamber









Of Trade to be included in









discussions

RS/AR/Local Councils

Revised Delegation Agreement
Agreed in principle.

Forest of Dean District Council 
for the Determination of Planning 

Applications.

Applicant


Proposals


Recommendations

SEP/DF/3643/PATS





No Objections

Gloucestershire County Council

Town and Country Planning Act 1990

Town and Country Planning (General Development Procedure) Order 1995

Local Government Act 1972 (As Amended) – consultation on Development Proposal

Application for Proposed Concrete Batching Plant and Amenity Building at Stowfield Quarry, Scowles Pitch, Coleford, Gloucestershire GL15 6QW by Tarmac Western Ltd.   

DF270/5/D (P570/02)

Alterations and extension to
No Objections

Mr J Haile,


dwelling.

Little Haven,

Coombs Park,

Coleford

DF12331 (P582/02)

Alterations and extensions to 
No Objections

Chelfont,


existing dwelling and erection 

56 Victoria Road,


of a detached private car 

Coleford.


garage/toolstore.

DF12180 (P597/02)

Alterations and two storey rear
No Objections

Mr C Edwards,


extension to dwelling.

6 Albert Road,

Coleford.

DF12334 (P601/02)

Alterations and extension to
No Objections

Mr & Mrs D Watkins,

dwelling.  (Demolition of 

8 Highfield Place,

existing conservatory)

Broadwell.

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

Re: Town and Country Planning Act, 1990

Town and Country Planning (Trees) Regulations 1999

Forest of Dean District Council (Land to the of No’s 7 & 9 Greenfield Road,

Coleford, Gloucestershire)

Tree Preservation Order, 2002 

FOR INFORMATION ONLY

Town and Country Planning Act, 1990.

Appeal by: Mr. Martyn Walby

Site: 5 Wynols Hill, Broadwell, Coleford.

Development: Creation of hardstanding for the parking of a lorry (Retrospective).

Planning Inspectorate Ref: APP/P1615/A/02/1089626    Room No: 3/07 Kite Wing

Starting Date: 14th May, 2002.

44. EMAIL FROM OWEN DAVIES RE: CYCLE STANDS
The Clerk read out an E-mail that had been received from Owen Davies in relation to the new cycle stands in the Town Centre.  There have been requests to put up a sign to indicate their purpose.  Peter Neale who constructed the stands can put up a cast iron plaque with a bike motif on the wall behind the stands.  The ownership of the wall needs to be ascertained.

Resolved:  Members suggested that Stanley Racing is approached to ascertain ownership of the wall.  Members also requested that there be a finger post put up and that existing finger posts need a new coat of paint.

45. DEAN BY DEFINITION
The Town Council has received a letter from the Dean By Definition Project Co-ordinator, introducing members to the ‘Royal Forest of Dean By Definition project, which is taking place in the Forest of Dean district on behalf of the Countryside Agency.

The aim of ‘By Definition’ is to collect local people’s views that work or live locally about what they believe makes the Forest a special place.  Once collated, these views will provide a ‘picture’ of the issues important to local communities.

As one element of this multimedia project, the forty-one parishes in the Forest of Dean will be asked to contribute to the project by taking photographs of what they think is special about their parish.  They will be provided with a disposable camera, which at the end of the project will be posted back to us to be processed by ourselves.  The project runs between 1st June to the 31st July 2002.

Resolved:  The Clerk to reply and ask as to whether submission of Digital Photographs on disk would be accepted.

46. HSBC BANK
The Clerk read out to Members a letter that had been received from the Branch Manager of the HSBC Bank in Coleford.  The letter was in reply to one which had been sent requesting information of the possible closure of the bank.

The management at the HSBC branches has recently been restructured but there are no plans for closure.

47. HAPPY CLUB – JUBILEE CELEBRATIONS
The Clerk read out to Members a letter that had been received from Mrs. J. Gunter, Organiser of the Coleford D & J Happy Club, asking for a possible donation towards their Jubilee Celebrations.

Resolved:  Members requested that the Clerk send on the letter to Halls Charity.

48. ‘SWITCHED ON’ COMMITTEE – RE: FLAG
A letter has been received from the ‘Switched On’ committee requesting permission for the ‘Music Festival’ flag to be flown from the top of the Clock Tower over the festival weekend 2nd-3rd June 2002.

Resolved:  Permission granted.  However Members requested that, as it is the Jubilee weekend that the Union Jack is to put up first with the Music Festival flag underneath.

49. FOREST OF DEAN CRIME & DISORDER STRATEGY 2002 – 2005
The F.O.D.D.C has sent the Town Council a copy of the Forest of Dean Crime and Disorder Strategy 2002-2005.  This copy will be kept in the office for Members inspection.

50. MEMBERS REPORTS
Councillor M. S. Morgan requested that the Clerk send another letter to Inspector. K. Desbois extending an invitation to come and talk to Members.

Councillor Morgan had also studied the Mile End Cemetery Breakdown of charges.  Before a final decision be made he requested that a copy of the figures is circulated to all Members.

Councillor P. A. Morgan declared an interest at this point and will have no further part in discussions or decisions regarding this matter.

Councillor M. T. Weston requested that Members move to expedite the matter of Whitecliff Brook.  A reply is still awaited from Counsel.  At this point County Councillor P. Chamberlain circulated a letter from Bill Powell – Assistant County Solicitor.  The advice should be forthcoming from Counsel by the end of July 2002.

Councillor Weston also provided ‘The Action Plan’ circulated at the recent meeting he attended regarding ‘Street Wardens’.  A copy of the ‘Action Plan’ is to be circulated to all members.

Councillor Dr. J. J. Camp informed Members that Symonds Yat has been designated a site of historic importance.

Councillor Camp also asked the Clerk to request an inspection of the tree in the Town Centre as he had concerns regarding its condition.

Councillor Mrs. M. S. Cox reported to members on the Coleford Forum meeting that she had recently attended.  Inspector Desbois had not attended which caused a little unrest.

Councillor Cox also updated members on Coleford Partnership matters.  Invitations have been extended for surrounding parishes to become involved in the consultation process.  There will be a Coleford Partnership presence at the forthcoming Music Festival 2nd-3rd June, where the public are invited to have their say on the future of Coleford and surrounding area.

County Councillor Mr. P. Chamberlain told members that he had been up and down the country visiting new buildings as part of research into the possibility of there being a new community centre.  He informed members that some of the buildings were given funding by the EEC which could be looked into.

Councillor Mrs. J. A. Marrott updated members on the Coleford Project.  The Official Opening of the Mushet Walkway held on Sunday 26th May was a success and the children from Coalway Junior School gave an excellent performance.

Councillor Marrott had also attended a meeting at the Dark Hill Ironworks with Clare Ham, Jasper Blake (Dean Archaeological Group) and a Conservation Officer from Forest Enterprise.  Clare’s students at RFDC are being asked to get involved in a clearance programme at Dark Hill and possibly later on at the Titanic Works.

Forest Enterprise and D.A.G. are proposing to create an Iron Age Farm and Interpretation Centre in the ‘haine’ between the Ellwood Road and the old Railway line.  It is understood that the local residents are being consulted.  Councillor Marrott feels this will be an excellent venture, which will continue the Mushet story and be complimentary to the Coleford Project.

Councillor Mr. A. M. Lacey told members that he recently had a meeting with Mr. John. Watkins regarding unsheeted lorries operating out of Stowfield Quarry.

Condition No. 16 of Planning permission DF.1650/K requires that all loaded vehicles leaving the site must be fully sheeted.  However, the condition was not drafted with the production of rock armouring in mind.  It therefore appears that whilst there is a technical breach of the condition, it is not evident that it has given rise to any significant amenity problems.  Government guidance states that it is inappropriate to take formal action against a technical breech of planning which causes no harm to amenity.  Gloucester County Council will be taking no further action in this instance.

Mr. Watkins had pointed out that there is also an issue with Stowfield Quarry regarding a boundary fence that has been put up the wrong side of a bridle path.    Councillor Lacey asked that Staunton Parish Council be contacted with a view to adding support to their objections.

51. ACCOUNTS
Shaw & Son Ltd – Grants of Exclusive Rights of Burial Book

90.85

Lyndon E Dowle – KGV





          313.42

Shane Ball – Town Centre Flowers




          178.67

npower – office







58.18

npower – Coleford Cemetery






  9.11

Severn Trent Water Ltd – Clock Tower




  8.58

Playground Management Services – Annual Inspection


68.15

B M & C Weston – Flowers for Queen Mother



10.00

Ernest Heal & Sons – Emptying bins Coleford Cemetery


35.25

OfficeStar Group Ltd
- stationery




          116.93

Heather Gane – wages





          942.52

Carolyn Wilkins – wages





          433.27

Sue Pritchard – wages incl. cleaning




        1208.33

Inland Revenue 







85.72

GCC – Pensions






          397.05

FODDC – Mile End Cemetery final charge



        2145.86

FODDC – Office Rates





          109.00

Petty Cash








75.00

P J & P D Adams – Grasscutting




        1446.10

INCOME

Current Account

09/05/02
Ernest Heal & Sons (Thomas)



96.00

14/05/02
Philip Blatchley & Son (Joseph)


          120.00

17/05/02
Coalway Junior School (Jubilee Mugs)

          287.50



Coalway Infant School (Jubilee Mugs)

          218.15

30/05/02
Ernest Heal & Sons (Johns)



          120.00

High Interest Account

10/05/02
Gross Credit Interest




          159.93

27/05/02
Norwich Union Dividend




12.13

There being no other business the meeting was closed at 20.55pm.
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